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My First Five Days Plan  

The primary first five days are essential to student success. In the introduction to the 

schoolyear during the first five days, I will initiate set prompt procedures and detailed 

instructions to gain with-it-ness and begin fluently. By evoking these processes, students will 

thrive in the steady, yet differentiating setting. Misconduct and bad social classroom behavior 

stem from inaccurate or mismanaged classroom time at the year’s start regarding procedural 

guidelines and instructions. 

Day One 

I will be standing outside the door greeting students by name and with a smile. As students walk 

in, there will find their assigned seat with their name on their desk and see the agenda on the 

board for the day with positive upbuilding messages on the wall (See Appendix A). After 

students will find their frontward facing seat (See Appendix B),  a “Bell-Ringer” assignment will 

be posted as students walk in the room which will be prompting the question, “What do you want 

this class to teach you and what will you hope to gain from taking the course?” The students will 

be expected to keep all bell-ringer assignments as a running page in their notebook (See 

Appendix C). Directly after the bell-ringer,  I will give a three-minute turn and talk for students 

to discuss their answers with other students. I will be describing myself in a slideshow which 

will tell fun facts and describe who I am, so that they can begin to develop trust with me. 

Directly following my life story, we will have an end of lecture Kahoot in which students are 

asked review questions about fun facts about me. After the Kahoot winner is crowned and 

receives their choice in Candy. I will then explain classroom procedure and expectations for 

entering and exiting the classroom including that the bell does not dismiss the students, I do. The 
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class will be dismissed when I state, “Class you are dismissed.” If students attempt to leave when 

the bell sounds, I will require them to go back to their desk until I state, “Class you are 

dismissed.”  

Day Two 

I will be standing outside the door greeting students by name and with a smile. The daily agenda 

will be written on the board. A “Bell-Ringer” assignment will be posted as students walk in the 

room which will be a prompting question, “What was the most interesting thing you learned on 

the first day of school?” Directly after the bell-ringer,  I will give a three-minute turn and talk for 

students to discuss their answers with other students. Secondly, I will explain the homework 

basket per period, the no phone policy, the bathroom policy (See Appendix D), no going behind 

my desk and the pink slip responsibility discipline method (See Appendix E). Additionally, I will 

remind students of the previous procedures explained about entering and exiting the classroom. 

Likewise, I will also reference the importance of self-care throughout the semester (See 

Appendix F). A syllabus with all the major due dates will be assigned and students will have the 

opportunity to read through the student-teacher contract which them and their legal guardian will 

sign (See Appendix G). Students will also be assigned an article about the Chicago fires to read. 

Students will be given a survey about themselves what they would like implemented in the 

classroom for historical figure images and signs (See Appendix H). The class will be dismissed 

when I state, “Class you are dismissed.” 

Day Three 

I will be standing outside the door greeting students by name and with a smile. The daily agenda 

will be written on the board. A “Bell-Ringer” assignment will be posted as students walk in the 

room which will be a prompting question, “What is one social issue you feel strongly about and 
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why?” We will briefly review procedures including personal boundaries and I will put pictures of 

myself with friends and family on my desk (See Appendix I) and then Students will circle in a 

Socratic seminar fashion to discuss questions from a guided outline. The class will be dismissed 

when I state, “Class you are dismissed.” 

Day Four 

I will be standing outside the door greeting students by name and with a smile. The daily agenda 

will be written on the board. A “Bell-Ringer” assignment will be posted as students walk in the 

room which will be a prompting question, “What is one-way learning about the Chicago Fires 

have impacted you?” I will also be putting up relevant responsibility reminders in the classroom 

(See Appendix J). After reviewing basic classroom structure, students will be walked through the 

online classroom. Afterwards we will play trash ball where I will give student choice in if they 

want 3 or 2 teams. I will then divide teams myself and students will be able to shoot a point in 

the trashcan if they answer the review questions about the online classroom correctly. Each 

review question and made basket scores a point. The class will be dismissed when I state, “Class 

you are dismissed.” 

Day Five 

I will be standing outside the door greeting students by name and with a smile. The daily agenda 

will be written on the board. A “Bell-Ringer” assignment will be posted as students walk in the 

room which will be a prompting question, “What is one way you feel connected to the world?” 

We will reexamine procedures, consequences and class strengths. We will then review state and 

school policies for Code Red Drills, Fire Drills and Tornado Drills. We will examine personal 

testimony about school shootings to emphasize the seriousness of the drills with brief time for 

discussion after. The class will be dismissed when I state, “Class you are dismissed.” 
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Family and Student Connections with Teacher 

Student and familial connections in the year’s duration is essential. Bridging connections 

to the families during and before the year shows commitment. This is ultimately holistic learning 

as this emphasizes student growth develops within and outside the school. Familial and 

secondary educators in collaboration develop a comprehensive team dynamic. By sending the 

welcome letter to my students before Day 1, I am able to connect with students before meeting 

with them in person (See Appendix K). The student-teacher before school letter includes a brief 

professional autobiography, my photo, professional contact information for questions and a brief 

introduction on what to expect in the classroom. Additionally, this may include homework 

procedures (See Appendix L) which they can anticipate and will relearn on the first day of 

school. I will build relationship-oriented encounters through their Bell Ringer questions which 

are more on their life perspective than quantitative data. Throughout the year, I will also send 

class newsletters, so that parents can see their child’s accomplishments.  

Alternative Strategies 

Despite having a plan, adaptation is essential to one’s teaching success. In real time 

essential planning must be adapted as unpredictable variables transform the day such as a power 

outage. When misdirection or unforeseen circumstances formulate, readjustment and flexibility 

with clear reflection is forefront in my plan to avoid disaster. This may include reteaching, 

explaining and demonstrating procedures and instructions. Additionally, this includes student 

feedback to adjust rules or classroom regulations to help give student’s an active voice in their 

education. By enforcing both equitable and parallel classroom procedures and rules regarding 

school and moral guidelines, my classroom philosophies and code of conduct will attain high 

expectations for my students as I recognize their ability to achieve high potential. 
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Appendix 

Appendix (A) 

The environment within my classroom dialogue should include motivational and words 

of affirmation which uplift my students, yet recognize there are challenges within our own lives 

we will be able to overcome simultaneously prompting good relationships.            
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Appendix (B) 

 The layout of the classroom including the seating arrangement is essential for the success 

of my students. Seating helps students retain and maintain focus regardless if in group work or 

independent research.  

   

Appendix (C) 

Bell work will be included in their loose-leaf or notebooks depending on their own choice 

in organizational style. Regardless, every two weeks students will hand in their notebooks to be 

read and graded solely for completion.  
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Appendix (D) 

Knowing the location is extremely important in high school in regard to students, despite this 

acknowledging that the students are nearly adults and in some cases are adults places an added 

responsibility. This is why students will understand their pass system without needing permission 

from me directly to go, despite this they will need to grab the pass that correlates with their 
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location, so that I am aware of where they are going in the school. 

 

Appendix (E)  

By using the pink slip method, I wish to evoke responsibility by student-orientated 

reflection shown in reference to a slip such as this.  

  

Appendix (F) 
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Often High School Students can become overwhelmed or stressed and forget to readily 

take care of oneself. This poster hopes to avoid neglect of self. 

 

Appendix (G) 

These are similar student teacher contracts which I would like to imitate to promote 

responsibility and written documentation in students. 
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Appendix (H) 

 By designing a classroom in which students feel surrounded by knowledge and prompted 

to learn and grasp understanding, I intend on creating an atmosphere in which students can posed 
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questions at a level in which they are grounded by reason. Additionally, the classroom 

environment invokes such emotions of wonder. These are ideal classroom surroundings I wish to 

expose my students too.  

   

      

Appendix (I) 

By cultivate relationships by utilizing real life examples, I wish to display my life within 

and outside the classroom which may include pictures such as these on my desk.  
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Appendix (J) 

I will include a few new posters throughout the week to remind students to be conscious 

about homework and dedication to their studies. 
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Appendix (K) 

 

Appendix (L) 

By sharing my homework policy with my students, I will be able to set and hold 

reasonable clearly communicated expectations.  
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Homework Policy 

 Homework is the balance between incorporating supporting facts or developing 

independent research or reading skills. Homework will not exceed 15-25 minutes if done 

consistently every day. The majority of homework will be informally and formally graded, but 

will be able to be utilized on essay and test questions that search for students to use supporting 

evidence. Students will be prompted to research and engage in content which will be explicitly 

cited in class, all homework will be relevant. Homework is required and no homework will be 

accepted late. Despite this, there is a homework forgiveness policy as students will be forgiven of 

four late assignments a year which can be utilized at any time. Students will also be given 

supplemental assignments that are not required but will often explain more basic concepts which 

deepen an understanding for the required homework. Students who struggle may be asked to do 

this additional homework and every student who does this additional homework has the potential 

to receive more credit than solely doing the original assignment alone. Each homework 

assignment will be graded within a few days with essay and test being returned within the week. 

Outside homework will account for approximately ten percent of students’ grades.  

 


